[Local Organization Letterhead Here]
The Mending Project - Confidentiality Agreement
Because of the sensitive nature of this project, we ask each Mending Project partner to sign a confidentiality agreement prior to participation. 
Because of the danger men who batter pose for the women and children they abuse, it is common for women to keep the abuse to themselves. Often men threaten to kill the woman and the children if she reports his abuse. Or he threatens her family members and friends. Every year thousands of women and children are murdered in domestic violence related homicides. Others are beaten and injured if the abuser discovers she has spoken to someone. The level of danger present for battered women and their children does not end if, or when, she leaves the relationship. In fact, over half of domestic homicides occur after the woman has left the relationship. The fear, the threats, the abuse continues and often gets worse. For these reasons, and others, it is very important for organizations to inform their employees and management to keep the identities of recipients of the Mending Project confidential. This becomes more difficult in smaller communities or on tribal lands, but it is a critical component of these efforts that all effort be made to keep recipients’ identity confidential. 

Thank you for your participation and willingness to assist others in their greatest time of need.
By this signature, __(Organization or Individual name)__ agrees, to the best of our ability, to maintain the confidentiality of the Mending Project recipient .

Signed _____________________

Date__________________________
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The Mending Project is a program of the Minnesota Men’s Action Network: Alliance to Prevent Sexual and Domestic Violence
www.TheMendingProject.org

